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Social Studies – Fourth Grade 

Course:   My State and Others 

Course Question:   What does it mean to be a citizen of a state? 

Case Studies:  Missouri & Other US States 

Content Standards 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Explain how Missouri’s physical 
geography affects the way its 

citizens live. 
 

 

  Describe the majors ways in which 

people in Missouri produce, use, 
and exchange resources. 

 

 

  Explain how laws and public order 
are created and upheld in Missouri. 

 

 

  Describe how Missouri has changed 

(and stayed the same) over time. 
 

 

  Describe the major values, beliefs, 

and experiences that are shared by 
people in Missouri. 

 

 

  Compare how Missouri is similar to 
and different from other US states. 

 

 

  
Skill Standards:  These skills should be applied in reading, writing, or speaking about texts related to the 

Social Studies concepts prescribed in the aforementioned grade-level content standards. 

SKILL:  Reading 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Refer to details and examples in a 

text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

 

  Determine the main idea of a text 
and explain how it is supported by 

key details; summarize the text.  
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Explain events, procedures, ideas, 

or concepts in a historical or social 
texts, including what happened and 

why, based on specific information 

in the text. 

 

  Determine the meaning of general 

academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases (specific to 
social studies) in a text relevant to 

a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

 

  Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part of a 
text. 

 

  Compare and contrast a firsthand 

and secondhand account of the 
same event or topic; describe the 

differences in focus and the 
information provided. 

 

  Interpret information presented 

visually, orally, or quantitatively 
(e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or 

interactive elements on Web pages) 
and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears. 

 

  Explain how an author uses reasons 

and evidence to support particular 
points in a text. 

 

  Integrate information from two 

texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably. 

 

 

SKILL:  Writing 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Write opinion pieces on topics or 

texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 

 

  Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 
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Recall 

Level 1 
(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 

Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 

Level 3 
(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4 

(Products/Performance) 

  Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 
using effective techniques, 

descriptive details, and clear event 

sequences. 

 

  Conduct short research projects 

that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of 
a topic. 

 

  Recall relevant information from 

experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of 

sources. 

 

SKILL:  Speaking 

Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 

(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 

Level 4 
(Products/Performance) 

  Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 
social studies topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly.  

 

  Report on a topic or text, tell a 
story, or recount an experience in 

an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main 

ideas or themes, speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

 

  Add audio recordings and visual 

displays to presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the 

development of main ideas or 
themes. 
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